Once an agent has reduced a target, often little attention is paid to it. Yet it j
often of interest 1o know if it is still present. In the case of Chilocorus nigritus, it is still i,
the Seychelles, with three individuals being recorded during the last two weeks of Januar
1998 on Cousine island, They were free walking and not associated with any particula
prey species.
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NOTES

The coral reef fishes of the eastern reef of Cousine Island, Seychelles

Melinda J Hatton & Michael J. Samways
Invertebrate conservation Research Centre, P/Bag X01, Scottsville 3209,
SOUTH AFRICA.
[E-mail: hatton@zoology.unp.ac za)

Between 8 January and 10 February 1998, we undertook a total of 30 scuba

hours to a depth of 10.5m, plus about 10 snorkelling hours, on the eastern reef (+ 800m x

30m) of Cousine Island. - We recorded the following species of fishes:

DASYATIDAE Rhinoptera javanica Miller & Henle - Flapnose ray, Taeniura lymma
(Forsskal) - Bluespotted ribboniail ray,

CARCHARHINIDAE Tracnodon obesus (Rippell) - Reef whitetip shark

MURAENIDAE  Gymnothorax breedeni (McCosker & Randall) - Masked moray.
Leiuranus semicinctus (Lay & Bennett) - Saddled snake eel, Siderea grisea
(Lacépede) - Geometric moray

HOLOCENTRIDAE  Neoniphon sammara (Forsskdl) - Bloodspot squirrelfish.
Sargocentron  caudimacufatum  (Ruppel) - Tailspot squirrelfish; S. diadema
(Lacépede) - Crown squirrelfish

SYNGNATHIDAE Choeroichthys sculpius (Gunther) - Sculptured pipefish

SERRANIDAE Cephalopholis argus (Schneider) - Peacock grouper, C. miniaid
(Forsskal) - Coral hind, . sonnerari (Valenciennes) - Tomatoe grouper:
Lpinephelus chlorostigma (Valenciennes) - Brownspotted grouper, Plectropomus
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=" laevis (Lacépéde) - Saddleback coral grouper

~ARANGIDAE Caranx melampygus (Cuvier) - Bluefin trevally, frachunots bailloni
(Lacépéde) - Small-spotted pompano

LUTJAN]DAE Aprion virescens (Valenciennes) - Green jobfish, Caesio caerulaurea

~ Lacépéde - Scissor-tailed fusilier, (" xamthonota Bleeker - Yellowtop fusilier:

Lutjanus gibbus (Forsskal) - Humpback snapper, L. monostigma (Cuvier) - One-
spot snapper; Macolor niger (Forsskal) - Black snapper, Pterocaesio marr: Schultz -
Twinstripe fusilier; /. rife (Cuvier) - Bluestreak fusilier

HAEMULIDAE Plectorhinchus vittatus (Bloch) - Oriental sweetlips

mTHRl'NIDAE Lethrinus harak (Forsskal) - Blackspot emperor, L. microdon

~ Valenciennes - Smalltooth emperor; 1. nehufosus (Forsskal) - Spangled emperor

MULLIDAE  Mulloidichthys  flavolineatus (Lacépede) - Yellowstripe goatfish.
Parupencus barberinus (Lacépede) - Dash-and-dot goatfish, 7. indicus (Shaw) -
Indian goatfish; /. rubescens (Lacépéde) - Rosy goatfish

EPHIPPIDAE Platax orhicularis (Forsskil) - Circular spadefish

CHAETODONTIDAE Chaetodon auriga Forsskél - Threadfin butterflyfish, . falcula
Bloch - Saddleback butterflyfish, (" guratissimus - Spotted butterflyfish. (.
lineglarus Cuvier - Lined butterflyfish; (" funnla (Lacépede) - Racoon butterflyfish,
C. melannotus Bloch - Black-backed butterflyfish, (" trifascialis (Quoy & Gaimard)
- Chevroned butterflyfish, . irifasciatus Park - Redfin  butterflyfish, (.
xanthocephalus Bennet - Yellowhead butterfivtish, (" zanzibariensis Playfair -
Zanzibar butterflyfish

POMACANTHIDAE Apulemichthys trimaculatus (Lacépéde) - Three-spot angelfish;
Centropyge acanthops (Norman) - Jumping bean, Pomacanthus imperator (Bloch) -

 Emperor angelfish, P. semicircularus (Cuvier) - Semicircle angelfish

POMACENTRIDAE Abudefduf sexfasciatus (Lacépéde) - Scissor-tail sergeant, A.
vaigiensis (Quoy & Gaimard) - Indo-Pacific sergeant, Amphiprion akallopisos
Bleeker - Skunk anemonfish. A. fuscocandats Allen - Seychelles anemonefish;
Plectroglyphidodon dickii (Liénard) - Dick's damsel. P imparipermis (Vaillant
&Sauvage) - Brighteye damsel, . johnstonianus Fowler & Ball - Johnston damsel;
P. lacrymatus (Quoy & Gaimard) - Jewel damsel, Chromis atripectoralis Welander
& Schultz - Black-axil chromis, (" hiocellata (Quoy & Gaimard) - Twospot
demoiselle, (. dimidiata (Klunzinger) - Twotone chromis; Chrysiptera lencopoma
(Lesson) - Surge demoiselle, (. wpercularis (Ginther) - Doublebar chromis, (.
lernafensis (Bleeker) - Ternate chromis, (. mmmaculata (Cuvier) - One-spot
demoiselle, Lepidozygus tapeinosomea (Bleeker) - Fusilier damsel. Pomacentrus
caerulens Quoy & Gaimard - Caerulean damsel. P. pavo (Bloch) - Blue damsel, P,
Sulfureus Klunzinger - Sulphur damsel

LABRIDAE Anampses caernleopunciatus Riippell - Blue-spotted wrasse;, Coris

candimacula (Quoy & Gaimard) - Spottail conis, Epibulus insidiator (Pallas) -

Slingjaw wrasse; Gomphosus caerulens Lacépéde - Indian Ocean Bird wrasse;
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Hemigymnus fasciatus (Bloch) - Barred thicklip wrasse, Labroides dimidiatus (Vg |
- Bluestreak cleaner wrasse, [halassoma hebraicum (Lacépede) - Goldbar wragg,
7. quingueitatum (Lay & Bennett) - Fivestripe wrasse, Weimorella nigropinng,
(Seale) - Blackspot pigmy wrasse; Paracheilinus mecoskeri Randall & Harmel,
Vivien - McCosker's flasher;

SCARIDAE  Bolbometopon muricanen (Val) - Bumphead parrotfish, Calotom,
carolimes (Val )y - Stareye parrotfish. Cetoscarus bicolor (Ruppell) - Bicoloy,
parrotfish, Chlorurus japanensis Bleeker - Pale bullethead parrotfish; Hipposcary,
harid (Forsskal) - Indian Ocean longnose parrotfish, Scarus frenatns Lacépéde .
Bridled parrotfish. S. globiceps Val - Violet-lined parrotfish, S. niger Forsski .

Swarthy parrotfish, S prasiognathus  Val -  Greenthroat parrotfish, §
rubroviolacens Bleeker - Ember parrotfish; 8. scaber Val. - Dusky-capped
parrotfish. S. sordidus Forsskél - Bullethead parrotfish; S. fricolor Bleeker - Tricolor
parrotfish

ZANCLIDAE Zanches cormius (Linnaeus) - Moorish idol

ACANTHURIDAE Acanthuris nigricanda Duncker & Mohr - Blackstreak surgeonfish,
A. leucosternon (Bennett) - Powder-blue surgeonfish, A. Jinearus (Linnaeus) -
Striped surgeonfish, 4. rriostegus (Linnaeus) - Convict surgeonfish; Crenochaens
hinotatny Randall - Twospot bristletooth, (" strigosus (Bennett) - Goldring
bristletooth, Nase fierarns (Bloch & Schneider) - Orangespine unicornfish, Maso
unicornis (Forrskal) - Bluespine unicornfish, Zebrasoma desjardinii (Bennett) -
Desjardin's sailfin tang

SIGANIDAE Siganus argenteus (Quoy & Gaimard) - Forktail rabbitfish; S. corallinu
Val - Coral rabbitfish, S. puelloides Woodland & Randall - Blackeye rabbitfish, §
stellatus (Forsskal) - Stellate rabbitfish, S suror (Val) - African whitespotted
rabbitfish

BALISTIDAE  Melichihys indicus Randall & Klausewitz - Indian triggerfish.
Rhinecanthus rectanguins (Bloch & Schneider) - Wedge picassofish; Sufflamen
chrysopierus (Bloch & Schueider) - Halfmoon triggerfish

MONACANTHIDAE Cantherhines  pardalis  (Rippell) - Wire-net  filefish.
Oxymonacanthus longirosiris (Bloch & Schneider) - Longnose filefish; Paralureres
prionurus (Bleeker) - Blacksaddle mimic

OSTRACIIDAE Ostracion meleagris Shaw & Nodder - Spotted trunkfish

TETRADONTIDAE Arothron mefeagris (Lacépede) - Guineafow! puffer, Canthigasier
solandri (Richardson) - Spotted toby

This is a rich assemblage for such a small reef. It is particularly encouraging from ?
conservation point of view that 9 species of chaetodonts and 13 scarids were recorded
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